Evans Middle School
School Council Meeting Minutes

March 30, 2010
The EMS School Council met in regular session on Thursday, November 12, 2009, at 1:30 p.m. in the Principal’s Conference Room at EMS.

Members Present:
Mr. Michael Johnson, Mrs. Mona Reynolds, Mrs. Beth Pence, Mr. Galvin, 
Mr. Petersen, Mrs. Debbie Bradham, Mrs. Lori Scherer, Mrs. Creekmore, 
Mrs. Diggs, Mrs. Terri Gibbs, Mrs. Barbara Riffle
Members Absent:
Mrs. Kim Manders, Mr. Roman Waldera, Mrs. Susan Bailey
1.  Call to order by Mr. Johnson at 1:30 p.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Johnson.
3. Introductions, Old Business, and the minutes from September were discussed.

4. Approval of minutes, presented, motion, seconded, and carried that the School Council approve the minutes as presented.

5. New Business:

A. ITBS – 8th grade ITBS test results for 2009-2010 were presented with comparisons to national scores and comparisons to other schools in the county over the last 5 years.  Comparisons for the current year were presented for each subject.  Council members discussed the significance of ITBS for high school.  Some students may not devote a sufficient amount of effort during this test.  We need to provide parents with information about the importance of ITBS.  We could do this during orientation.
B. Writing Test – Last year, 90% of EMS 8th grade students passed the writing test.  We will conduct a school wide mock writing test.  Our goal is for 95% of our students to pass the writing test this year.  
C. CRCT – This year, students are given county wide benchmark tests at the end of each nine weeks.  The benchmark tests are included in students’ grades.  These tests help to identify deficit areas and help teachers plan for instruction.  The tests also give students experience with cumulative tests prior to CRCT.
D. Budget Cuts – Budget cuts have not affected the quality of instruction, but they have impacted teacher morale.   Teachers are not willing to spend as much money out of pocket for extras due to furloughs.   PTSO has offered to help with student supplies.   Teachers would appreciate donations of tissue and hand sanitizer for classroom use.
E. Flooding – Mrs. Diggs asked Mr. Johnson about the status of the leaking roof in the gym.  Mr. Johnson reported that the roof will be fixed.  

F. Motivation – Mr. Johnson reports that the use of differentiated instruction is useful for motivating students.  Teachers are incorporating differentiated instruction in their lessons.  Students are also motivated when they sense care and concern from their teacher.  Teachers are encouraged to get to know their students and show interest in their lives.  It may be possible to use high school students as mentors.  
a. We will move motivation to a new business item for the next meeting.
6. Adjournment

With no further business to come before the School Council, the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.  Motion and seconded.

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 26 at 1:30.

